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AGE OF

BROINIZIE

THE STORY OF THE TROJAN WAR
by Eric Shanower

The following pages are excerpted from the comic book
series Age of Bronze issues #16 (March 2003) and #17 (June
2003) published by Image Comics, Inc. These pages also
appear in the book Age of Bronze: Sacrifice, a collection of
Age of Bronze issues #10 through #19.

Age of Bronze is a comprehensive retelling of the Trojan War

legend, distilled from the many versions of the famous story

and set against the archaeologically correct backdrop of the
13th century BCE.

Story so far: The Trojan prince Paris has run away with Helen,
the beautiful wife of Menelaus, king of Sparta. Menelaus’s
brother is Agamemnon, king of Mycenae and High King of
the Achaeans. Menelaus persuades Agamemnon to declare

war on Troy in order to recover Helen. Agamemnon gathers
the Achaean kings along with their men and ships in to a
massive army. These forces gather on the beach at Aulis,
ready to sail to the attack. But obstacles keep delaying the

army from reaching Troy. As this excerpt begins,
Agamemnon and a group of men are hunting in the woods
above the bay where the army is beached.

Age of Bronze is trademark and copyright © 2003, 2004 Eric Shanower.
All rights reserved.
Reproduction by any means, including mechanical and electronic, is prohibited
without written permission of the copyright holder. That means ask first.
Contact Eric Shanower at eric@hungrytigerpress.com
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; THOSE SHIPS ENTERING
\ THE BAV--ARE THOSE
h, ACHILLES'SE

GOOP. THAT MEANS
ODYSSEIS AND
NESTOR, 100. 1
WANT THIS TeLEPHLS
BISINESS FINSHED
SO WE CAN GET

ON WITH THIS
EXPEPITION.

HOW SOON
CAN WE BE

MONTHS YET. WELL NEED
WE'RE STILL MORE
WAITING FOR STRENGTH
MORE SHIPS, THAN LAST
RIGHT NOW TIME I+
WE'RE BARELY RIMOKR'S
HALF THE RIGHT AND
STRENGTH THE TROJANS
OFf LAST ARE CASTING

FAR AND WIDE
FOR ALLIES.
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WHAT PO THEY EXPECTZ THEY GET
PLENTY OF GRAIN, OIL, ANV WINE
FROM PELOS, | CAN'T SHARE ONE
DEER MONG HINDREDS OF
MEN. |E THEY WANT VENISON, .
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1 THINK IT'S THE PEER,
AGAMEMNON. NONE OF
THEM IS GETTING
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THEIR EQUIPMENT (SN'T

AS GOOP AS OURS. AND

CERTANLY VOU REALIZE,

WITH THE WAR COMING,

THEY CAN'T WASTE
RROWS,

SINCE YOU KNOW SO
MUCH ABOUT THE MEN,
PALAMEDES, YOU TAKE
CARE OF THEM! [ WON'T
PISCUISS T HERE.

HE dIST SHOT
A PEER --WHY
1S HE IN A
BAD MOOUVZ

YOU NEVER KNOW
WHEN TO sIOF, PO YOU,
PALAMNEDESY
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wWAND JUST WAIT TILL YOU
SEE THE BREASTS oW
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. AND FROM ALL INDICATIONS, SARPEDON OF oy 1Y c4” YOU KNOW WHY WE'RE WAITING,
LYKIA FAVORS THE TROJAN SIPE. MONTHS HAVE TR IPOMENEAS --FOR THE- WIND TO é
PASSED SINCE THE- LAST SUIPS JOINED (5. m; i & PROF. NO SHIP CAN SAlL OIT OF §
WE SEEM TO BE AT FILL STRENGTH. WHO o TN W / ! THE BAY AGAINST THIS WING, AND
- = WITH THE REVERSIBLE CIRRENT,
ROWING 15 TOO PANGEROUS.
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ON CRETE WE'D BE Wb HS ISN'T CRETE. WHILE WE'RE WINDBOIND y« HIGH KING, KALCHAS
SACRIEICING BILLS W ‘ BLOOD SACRIFICES WILL BE HARD TO £INZ fRBIN BEGS YOU 1O LOME
CONTINUALLY, ENTREAT- i - e | BUT [ HAVE INGTRICTED KALCHAS TO FIND T

ING THE AOPS 1O B = H | CUT WY THE GODS HAVE- SET THE
TURN THE- WIND IN = WIND AGAINST Uis,

OlR FAVOR, Ry
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AND I SEEMS WELL i
SOON HAVE THE
ANSWER. ODYSSEIS, g
b MENELAUS

//”/
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T ‘ WY Fieet tuey ALl
T R R GRUNBLED BECAUISE
L R THEY DIDN'T WANT TO
WAL sAlL FOrR 1ROV AGAIN.
A NOW THEY ALL GRIMBLE

BECAISE WE'RE NOT
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1S THERE A WAY
10 APPEASE THE
GOPPESSZ
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AND DONT
TELL US
1O OFFER
THE GOLPEN
FLEECE OF
WCENAE---THAT'S

WNHWHWHWAWEWHWHWAWH

KAL CHAS! KAL.CHAS,
PO YOU KNOW WHY THE
GOPS HAVE SENT
THIS WIND TO

THEN TELL }

V-YES, HIGH '
KING. SHEMZ WELL,
NS LIKE THIS, ,.

IWHWHWHWHWHW,

THE: GODDESS OF THE
HINT 15 SHEMZ ANGRY
BECAISE, WELL, SHEMS
BECAUISE YOU SHOT
HER SACRED DEER..
AND_ IR, YOU BOASTED
ABOUT (1. AND LONG
AGO YOUR FATHER
ARELS WITHHELD
A GOLDEN LANE
HED PROMSE-D

HER. _
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Y-YE&, SHEMS SHE- WANTS
SO-SOMETHING =HEM =
SP-SPECIFIC --A BL-BLOOP
S-GACRWHCE | -DON'T
W-WORRY, SHEMZ TS NOT

THE -- THE GOLPEN
LAMB ., IH ., UH .y

DEMANDS
Y YOUR
} FIRST-BORN E.a
\ CAIGHTER.

WHWHWHWH

e I

SHEMZ) oS
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Just

TELL B
ME/
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SHE DE---3HEM = SHE
DEMANDS THE HIGH
KING'S.\ SHEMZ,
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WHATZ SAY
THAT
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KLYTEMNESTRA
WOULD NEVER
ALLOW (T,

. \i” ] i
(AT G l‘ w’l’ "l/r

I KNOW WHAT YOU'RE PLANNING! YOU
THINK YOI CAN BARGAIN FOR YOUR
OWWV DAIGHTER'S LIFE BY
THREATENING MY DAIGHTE-R!

SINCE- WHEN HAVE YOU NEEPEDR (I
YOUR WIFE'S PERMISGION 1O
h TAKE ACTION 7 ,

H-HIGH KING, SHEM < THE GOUPESS
PEMANPS THE SACRIFICE OF
YOUR FIRST-BORN DAUGHTER.
SHEMS AVIRGIN OF RELEN'S BLOOD.
OTHERWISE THE WIND WILL REMAIN
AGAINGT US. THE FLEET WILL
y SHEMT NEVER REACH
ROV.

Wwitins

WHWHWHWH
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MW DAGHTERZ
\PHIGENIAZ

I REFUISE 1O |
SACRIFICE MY
DAIGHTER !

ARTEMIS
VEMANDS -
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SHOULD'VE ASKED FOR THE GOLPEN
LAMB, KALCRAS! YOU'LL GET THAT
LONG BEFE MY DAIGHTER!

HSHS HSHS

ACJAME-MNON/

MENELALS, WHO DOESNTZ
PO YOU KNOW THANKS 1O
ABOIT THIS N PALAME-DES.
GANEZ & EVERYONE'S
WAITING FOR
THE FINAL
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[ WAS ONLY--IT'S JlisT--
ﬁVEEVONE 1S PLAING 4
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A BUT NOW THAT WE KNOW
HOW TO STOP THIS
WIND - -AGAMEMNON /
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| weLL, vE

INENTED

:\;\J//% :,_"" =M ]
SHSHSHSHSHSHSHEHN

'S dUST THAT
WHENEVER 1
THINK OF THAT
FILTHY TROJAN
RAPING MY
WIFE --1
Just. ..

EASY,

THAT'S
ENOUGH,
) DONT THINK

LET HIM GO, MENELAIS.

GIVE HIM A LITTLE
TIME=

CONTENT FOR

YOU ASKED HIM TO KEEP THE MEN OCCIPIED
SO HE DIP--THE ARMY'S BEEN RELATNELY
MONTHS--NOT MUCH FIGHTING -~

SIONIFICANT PQCg

YOURE RIGHT. WHEN HE'S IN THIS
MOOL; HE WON'T LISTEN TO
AYONE - ESPECIALLY HIS
‘ VOUNGER BROTHER.

P N DESERTIONS -~
AN YOU IMAGINE- WHAT
THIS ENDLESS WAIT
WOULD'VE- BEEN
LIKE WITHOUT
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YOU HAVEN'T TOLD
o WHAT

1]
KAL CHAS SAID.

MAYBE YOU CAN COAX HIM IS
OUT OF THIS MOOR He ion
HASN'T EATEN IN DAVS, HE
T SPEAK 1O 15,
ST LIES THERE
iN THE DARK-—
[}
'S

WON'

p THE ARMY
RESILESS, THE
STARTING TO ASK
) QUESTIONS.
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SHSHS
SON OF AREUS,
COME IN, AND YOU,
100, SON OF
LAERTES.

SHEN




NOT YEI BUT THIS WIND 1S WEARING AWAY 'M HIGH
THE ARMY'S PATIENCE. THEYRE GRIMBLING
AND ANXIOUS TO ShIL. BUT WHERE'S THEIR
LEADPERZ MENELAUS ANDP 1 CANT COVER
FOR YOI FOREVER. THEY'LL TURN
AGAINST YOU IF YOU DONT

ACT SOON.

AND KINGS OF THE ACHAE-ANS WITH
BLOOP JIST AS ROYAL AS YOURS
WAIT ON THIS BEACH AT YOUR COM-
MANR THEY'RE WILLING 1O SHED
THEIR BLOOD WHEN YOU ASK,

BUT YOU BALK AT SHEDDING
- A LITTLE BLOOD WHEN
THE GOPS AsK.

IF TELEMACHUS | THS 1S YOUR | N AN PN | SEND TALTHYBIUS TO ME: ILL HAVE
LAY BEFORE THE DECISION, X N | = = HIM ANNOUNCE TO THE- ARMY THAT I'M
ALTAR, DONT TELL NOT MINE: = \ RN | RESIGNING MY COMMAND?  MENEL AIS,
ME YOU WOULDNT / DO YOU WANT : —— /= S YOI CAN TAKE CHARGE -- OR
THROW YOURSELF / TO KEEP YOUR R\ IDOMENELS —-OR ANYONE
BETWEEN HIM POWER OR DO — N - p ELSE WHO WANTS IT.
AND THE YOU WANT TO KEEP \ /7 N

YOUR DAUGHTER Z

EVEN PALAMEDES?Z BECAISE THAT'S
WHO THE ARMY WILL WANT. YOU'LL
LET PALAMEPES'S NAME LIVE N
MEMORY AS WCTOR OVER TROY

INSTEAD OF YOURSZ

FINE. IT'S OVER. MENELAUS,
I WISH YOU WELL IN REGAINING
YOUR WIFE AND SON. ‘M 4
GOING HOME TO MY
OWN WIFE AND
SON.

L CANT KILL MY
PAUGHTER.
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NO., OPYSSEUS, ..
THE --THE SUITORS!

THEN STAY BECAISE, BECAIGE
1 NEEP YOU--NOUR COUNSEL,
YOUR WISPOM. I PEPENDP ON
YOU NOW. = YOU GO HOME

TO (THAKA, HOW DO 1

KEEP ON RILINGZ
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YOU CANT REALLY CONSIPER
Me A SHTOR OF HELEN.
VOW. .. ! THAT VOW WAS MY IDEA, AND
A TINDAREUIS GANE ME

OBLIGATION
. EXPELITION.
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THEN -~

10 THS

SHSHSI

YOU WON'T NEED ME,
AGAMEMNON. HOW LONG
PO YOU THINK YOU'LL

DENY ARTEMS WHAT
SHE ASKS™Z WHICH
ACHAEAN WiLL STILL
PLEDGE RIS
ALLEGIANCE

vou coma, I
MENELAISZ Jf

T

IOHSHSHEHS

PALAMEDES,

STAY HIGH KING W YOU i h

v

WHAT Z REVENGE FOR HS PRESGUIMPTIONZ
NOT GOOP ENOUGH ANYMORE. 1+ 1 CAN
GO HOME- AND FORGET THESE STUPID,
WASTED, ISELESS YEARS, WHAT PO
1 CARE ABOUT PALAMEVES
AND HIS MEDDLING 7

A,

77777

3
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AFTER ALL THE SACRIFICES YOUVE ASKED, THE
OATHS VOU PEMANDED, THE MISTAKES YOU'VE
MADE US SUIFFERZ AFTER ALL THE PROMISES
YOU MAPEZ GLORY, RICHES - HELEN! ThE
: PROMSES I MAPE IN YOUR NAME 7
‘ NO, AGAMEMNON, I YOU BETRAY
Q. YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES HERE,
2 YOU LOSE EVERVTHING.
% EVERYTHING !

AN |

i

\

N
X

&

A
2
NO. 1 DIDPN'T WANT TO JOIN

YOUR ARMY. I NEVE-R MEANT
TO GO 1O TROY. BUT =
PONE ALL I CAN FOR THIS
CAISE, GIVEN YOU WY BEST

YOU KNOW 1 HAVE. NOW

3 YOU'RE A
FOOL, AGAMEMNON.
N AND 1T HUIRTS ME TO
SEE IT. GOOr-BYE.

. ' ' Ny
R u iy be
WAIT FOR ME OUT Al J A
FRONT. ILL ST BE SRR
ia :




TS THE CURSE,
MENELAIS--THE

B EVERYTHINGZ AND EVEN
B IF YOU THROW AWAY ALL
. VOUVE GAINED, WILL

A ARTEMIS RELENTZ

. YOU 1
HAVE STRWEN THRODGH
SO MICH PAN TO GNE
OIR CHILPREN HAPPINESS
I AND SECIRITY. WILL YOU
N ~oOM ALL YOUR CHILDREN
il 10 WoERY--MAYBE DEATH--
W 1O SPARE ONE DAIGHTER
N [ FOR A LITTLE WHILEZ

CIRSE ON o Gl

FAMILY. 1T'S
CAUGHT ME.

i 17 HAD SUNK 115 TALONS INTO

I THOUGHT 1 COULD ESCAPE T
IN OIR GENERATION, I THOUGHT

YOU--MD [ WAS GLAD (T
- HAD MISCED ME:
R = o e

e
i

\"_“ 1 “

IT WAS JUST BIPING
1S TIME, LVING IN
WAIT, SNICKERING -~
PREFARNG TO
DEMAND THAT 1
KILL MY OWN
PAMIGHTER.

I's SO

CLEAR NOW--

OUR FAMILY

HISTORY 15

FULL OF EACH
GENERATION AN
PREYING ON THE B
NEXT, HOW DID

1 EVER (MAGINE

VP ESCAPEZ

DOOM AND MISERY -~
THE PRICE OF BEING
BORN INTO THIS

FAMILY.
" i




=

10 e cors, N

GVE 1M 1O NS
THEMTO ™ B

MOTHER-- I
NAUPLIIS HADNT

QIR OTHER |
GRANDEATHER LET ,
LANS RAPE OIlR INCLE
| CHRYSIPPIS INTIL OIR
FATHER KILLED THE
BOY AT OIR
GRANPMOTHER'S
PIRECTION.

RAPED HIS
o PAIGHTER AND?
; THE SHAME
&\ UROVE HER 1O
il =

THEN THAT /

BASTARD OFFSPRING

W OF THEIRS MIRDERED
OlR FATHER N REVENGE

d FOR THE TIME FATHER

) SLAUGHTERED OIR

ST T 1O THEI
J7 l\\\\ FATHER-

» N\

Vo
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, MENELAIS. T
T ALWAYS BE-EN KIND

2

10 YOU. THE TORMENTS
A WRITTEN
MESSAGE. M)

WHEN WE WERE BONSG, .,

:7!"&117".1"’5”
I'LL SEND A MESSAGE
TO KINTEMNESTRA - - 4

W FORGNE ME,
HAVE-N'

’

T

AGAMEMNON
JUsT PONT!

X
g
g

DIP 10 THEIR CHILDREN,

MNP BEYOND WHAT THEY  WITHEN
WHAT THEY CID TO
EACH OTHER--




y ARKAS, FIND A WRITE THIS: KLYTEMNESTRA MIST SEND §
FRESH TABLET IPHIGENIA HERE TO AILIS BY LAND --THE [
o AND CALL THE WATER IS INPASSABLE. ANL, (H... HMM--

SON OF LAERTES MY WIFE WON'T LET THE GIRL GO
BACK INSIDE. '

T e e ‘
ITS FOR THE |8 [t s s R YE-E-E-£5.,. N : N i WELL, WHICH OF THE
WEDDING, ! < pim S ‘; L INMARRIED ACHAEANS
OF COlRGE! ! 1L i '\ WOULD SATISFY
PHIGENIAS |- ! 1 N \ | LN \  YOUZ GREAT AJAXZ
WEDPING. 1 - ! L\ f AN LR 1 ‘ i ACHLLES?

VR R
N3N S S

F =
SHSHSHSHSHSHSHSHS ,
Y acHiLLes! vES! HE'S THE SON § AND PUT IN THAT ODYSSEIS, ILL SEND YOU TO ” )
iR OF THETIS - THAT'LL IMPRESS ACHILLES REFISES WCENAE TO DELVER THE ol
I KLVTEMNESTRA, WRITE THAT M R TO SAIL UNTIL i | MESSAGE, BUT TELL ANYONE
|l OIVING HIM MY DALGHTER IN 1 AFTER Tue f WHO ASKS YOU THAT YOURE
MARRIAGE AS REWARD +~OR . WEDDING. 41 1 GOWNG TO ITHAKA. NO ONE
HIS GREAT FEATS IN MYSIA — SIS, ol S MUIST KNOW ABOUT THIS -~
FOR SECURING TELEPHIS'S i b RSOy | CorcCIALLY ACHILLES.
ASSISTANCE. SHE WON'T A ¥ A -
LIKE THAT PART, BUT 4 Q K nm ey m”m“\
| J,

SHELL BELIEVE

= 7 T
.
in

& WAIT, WAIT, '
o GOWG 1O NEED
& ANOTHER TABLET
TO FIT ALL THAT-——
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wrRie I visrecaRD YW
™S: x THE PREVIOIS §
), NESSAGE. ¢

P ACHILLES W9
REFISES 1O

d  marey UNnL A
TROV FALLS.

SHSHSH ‘).'B]..
YES, YES! NOW oot
LET ME SEAL T :
--THERE. ARKAS, LN
YOURE LOYAL 1O A

o=
N -

SHEHAHSHE

R M SENDING YOU 1O MICENAE. HURRY

MDD TAKE THIS MESSAGE- 1O W WIFE.
DON'T STOP --MD DONT LET ANYONE
SIOF NOU. PONT SPEAK 1O ANYONE.




T WON'T, § ONLY, ¥ YOU MEET 1 WILL, HIGH KNG, BUT MY SEAL 15 ON NOW, GO/
HGH KNG, MY DAUGHTER WITH --BIT WHAT REASON THE TABLET--AND 4 GO! DANN
BUT-~ HER ESCORT ON THE] | WILL VOUR DAIGHTER HERE |/, HERE A 1S NEARLY
Q ROAD, MAKE- THEM HAVE TO TRUST THAT 5 THE SEAL-RING, HERE!
TIRN BACK. 1AKE I'M CARRNING OUT 00. KEEP [T . .
THE: RENS IF YOUR WISHESZ SAFE! SHOW THE
P YOU HAVE- TO. RING AND THEY'L.L
_ BE 9u$oeu 0 OBEY

?ﬂ?ﬂ?ﬁ?@s;{snsys SHSHSHSHS

YOU WOMEN! WHAT
ARE YOU VOWNG M

A/ == [ e e e ——
iz ey GHSHEHBHEHSHEHSHEHGHE




ﬁHE—‘I'EE WITH WE
THE ARMY

THEM.

NI N YEARS
TO COME WE'LL
TELL T TO OUR
CHILDREN AND?
OlR CHILVRENS

CHILPREN,

A
H COME BEFORE

THEMSELVES, THE FLEET
SR, FIGHTING SALS, HAP TO
MEN, EVERY SEE T FOR
ONE OF

OIRSELVES.

PLEASE, SiR, WEVE
ONLY COME 1O SEE /-
THE SIEHTS--

%7

7

/

‘.
.0

FROM CHALKIS,
IR, CLOSE ON

PARED COME

<
SN
AN

THIS 15 NO

L YES, L SEE
BUT--

, MAY THE
GOPS BLESS
YOU ANP

ALL YOUR

FAMILY.

ABOUT
THIS ONEZ
LOOCK AT

s OILEDR
HAIR, AN

THAT CLOAK
IS AWFULLY
FINE-MADE:

THOUGH THE FLEET'S
WINCBOIND A SMALL

THE SHORE BOAT CAN MANEWVER;
OPPOSITE -~ WE THOUGHT IT SAFE
YET WE HAVENT [/ ENOIGH TO SEE THIS

GREAT ARMY SUCH AS
THE WORLDP'S NEVER
SEEN BEFORE.

FOR IPSTANPING
WOMEN! GO ON,
GO HOME-~-

WE BROUGHT HOME -

BAKED BREAD--FOR

OlR HISBANDS AND

SONS MWD BROTHERS

--A TREAT FOR THEM

--AN EXCIGE FOR
4s.

PLACE | PLEASE, SIR, WE
WONT STAV LONG=- |7
JUST TO CATCH A %
GLIRPSE OF THE
ACHAEAN KINGS

CONE FROM
FAR OFF

PO YOU-- PO YOU
THINK MAYBE HE'S
A GOP N PISGUHISEZ
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I LOOK WHAT 1 FOIND
_ LEAVING CAMP WHILE
I WAS WAICHING THE
ROAD FOR MY 4
) ARRWNALS FROM 4
b mycenaE
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